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o choose the top economic 
development deals of 2013, 
we evaluated, as we do every 
year, such factors as capital 

investment, job creation and regional 
economic impact among all corporate 
facility projects we tracked. The 
analysis, based primarily on Site 
Selection’s New Plant Database, always 
reveals compelling patterns.

For instance, when sorted by jobs 
created, about a third of the top 20 
came from one company: Amazon. 
A few of those made it into the 40 
projects we recognize here.

Other patterns among the projects 
honored here include a penchant 

for free trade and special economic 
zones, and an awareness among 
such companies as Apple, Motorola/
Flextronics, Cerner, IBM and Elio 
Motors that reuse can be as good as 
brand new.

That does not apply, however, to 
the projects landing in such emerging 
markets as Poland, Hungary, Nigeria, 
Vietnam and Thailand, where 
companies are building new facilities 
and new markets simultaneously.

One attribute common to all is the 
attribute any corporate investment 
looks to possess: being in the right 
place at the right time. Whether re-
shored, near-shored or right-shored, 
these deals appear poised to prosper.

NORTH AMERICA
_________________

Apple
Mesa, Ariz.

$1.5 billion     700 jobs

Apple purchased for just over 
$113 million the never-used 

1.3-million-sq.-ft. (120,770-sq.-m.) 
facility First Solar built but never 
commissioned for solar module 
manufacturing in DMB Associates’ 
3,200-acre (1,295-hectare) Eastmark 
development, situated where GM 
used to operate its Mesa Proving 
Grounds complex. Apple’s supplier 
GT Advanced Technologies will 
make sapphire glass and other Apple 
product components, producing 
enough glass for up to 100 million 
iPhones annually. “Project Cascade” 
is a rallying cry in the Silicon Desert 
— a nickname meant to denote 
prosperity but which conjured images 
of corporate tumbleweeds during the 
Great Recession. The project also 
makes up for a narrow Apple project 
loss to Austin, Texas, two years earlier.

Low Frequency,
High Yield

Unlike high frequency trading, 
this elite group of projects reveals 

the power of investing for the long haul.

by  ADAM BRUNS
adam.b r uns @ s i t e s e le c t ion .c om
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T O P  D E A L S

Even as Boeing commits to 777X production in 
the State of Washington, growth at the Boeing 
South Carolina factory in North Charleston, S.C., 
shows no signs of slowing.
Photo courtesy of Boeing
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